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INTRODUCTION

In the early 1980s, the governing boards of public institu-
tions of higher education (IHEs) and state higher education
agencies began to question the adequacy of their college
admission requirements. Students entering college were less
well prepared; the average Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)
and American College Testing Assessment (ACT) scores of
freshmen had dropped during the decade of the 1970s, as
had the percentage of high-scoring students. Students were
also taking fewer college preparatory courses in 1980 than
10 years earlier. As student preparedness decreased, the
scope and cost of remedial offerings in the colleges in-
creased, and a growing number of college freshmen experi-
enced academic problems. At the same time, many public
university systems were under pressure to limit enrollments
because of reductions in state finarcial support.

Many state higher education agencies, governing boards,

and public colleges and universities have taken steps to raise
their college admissions requirements. Little systematic :n-
formation is available, however, about the substance of these
actions, the number and types of institutions affected by
them, or the potential impact of increased standards on ac-
cess to higher education. To date, no one has compiled
detailed descriptions of state-by-state requirements for ad-
mission to public colleges and universities. Existing reports
focus either on admission standards of selected institutions
of higher education in particular states or on a particular
type of admission standard, such as required high school
course work. None provide the degree of detail on score
levels for admission tests, minimum grade point averages
(GPAs), performance-based measures, or sliding scales that
are needed to analyze the impact of state policies on oppor-
tunities for individuals to enter higher education.

The purpose of this study is to provide comprehensive
information on statewide college admission standards. This
report describes current state policies regulating admission
to colleges and universities and special admission policies
affecting subgroup populations in the 50 states and discusses
trends in state admission policies.

Review of Existing Literature

In the last four years, five surveys of admission standards to
pubiic colleges and universities have been published (Rickes,
1983; Southern Regional Education Board (SREB), 1983;
Thomson, 1982; Western 'interstate Commission for Higher
Education (WICHE), 1982; and the American Association
of Collegiate Registrars and Admission Officers (AACRAO)/
College Board, 1980). Three of the surveys are national
in scope; two are for states in the South or the West.

The three national reports surveyed different, but
overlapping, populations. The most extensive survey, both
in terms of the number of respondents (1,463 two- and
four-year public and private postsecondary institutions of
higher education) and breadth of the questionnaire, was
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conducted by AACRAO and the College Board (1980). The
data were analyzed by institutional type (e.g., two-year
public, two-year private) and no state-specific information
was presented. Thomson (1982) surveyed the presidents of
50 state universities to identify current admission standards
and recent changes. The study includes only the requirements

for admission to the main campus of each state's university,
not those for other levels of the state's higher education
systemstate colleges and/or community colleges. In
addition, Thomson does not specify whether a state agency
or the institution has the authority to set these standards.
Rickes (1983), on the other hand, uses this latter variable as
a way of classifying states in her analysis. States are grouped
into four categories: those that (1) establish minimum
required-admission standards; (2) recommend minimum
standards that will soon become requirements; (3) have an
open admission policy; and (4) may recommend minimum
standards. The study focuses, however, on current and antici-

dated high school course-work policies; other admission
requirements are not reported for all states. It is also not
clear from the state-by-state descriptions whether the report-
ed standards apply to all public IHEs, or to selected units of
the university system.

Two regional higher education organizations have stud-
ied college admission requirements as well. SREB (1983)
published the high school course requirements recommended

or required for college admission in 7 of its 14 member
states. WICHE (1982) reported admission standards in the 8
Western states that proposed or enacted changes in 1982.

Study M..hodology

The purpose of this study is to identify, collect, and describe
statewide college admissions policies in effect in 1954-85
and to identify trends in state admission policies. A three-
step data collection and analysis process was used. First,
using the list of the 50 state higher education executive
officers (SHEEOs), we contacted each state to identify the
number and types of public IHEs in each state and the
statutory authorities responsible for setting admission stand-
ards to these IHEs. Our respondents were also asked to
describe changes in policies in the past, anticipated changes
in policies, and special policies affecting subgroup popula-
tions. Requests were made for written materials describing
statewide admission policies and for published information
on any of the other topics.

Second, in those states where individual institutions
are allowed to impose additional admission requirements or
where no statewide policies are in effect, information on the
admission requirements of a sample of public institutions in
each state was collected. In a few cases, state higher educa-

tion agencies publish admission standards for all public col-
leges and universities in their states. In most states, however,

information had to be drawn directly from college catalogs.
An attempt was made to obtain information on the state's
"flagship" institution and on other institutions exhibiting a
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range of admission standards from the Career Guidance
Foundation College Catalog Collection, which is a micro-
fiche compilation of 3,600 complete college catalogs from
2.900 institutions of higher learning. The collection, which
is updated five times annually, includes unedited source
documents (i.e., actual college catalogs). Included in the
collection are domestic, U.S. territorial, and foreign institu-
tions, state education directories, and miscellaneous special
bulletins. If information was not included in this collection,
we contacted institutions directly for copies of their cata-
logs. Data from 1984-85 catalogs were used wherever pos-
sible. If these were not available, information was drawn
from 1983-84 catalogs.

Third. the written information was used to draft individ-
ual procles for each of the states. The data were grouped
into six categories:

number and type of public IHEs
institutions responsible for setting admission standards
current admission standards
special admission policies
anticipated changes in policies
published Information

Follow-up telephone calls were made when necessary to
clarify written materials or to collect missing information.
Only the admission requirements for in-state students are
reported. In-state students are usually defined as graduates
of a particular state's high schools.

Organization of the Report

The remainder of this report is divided into three sections
The first section provides an overview of statewide admis-
sion standards in effect in 1984-85. In this section, the
following questions are addressed: Who has the responsibil-
ity for setting admission standards? What kinds of standards
are used? What is the impact of allowing institutions discre-
tion to impose additional requirements? What special ad-
mission policies are in effect? What have been the trends in
statewide policies? The second section discusses the type and
range of standards set by institutions in those states that do
not have statewide requirements. The final section contains
profiles of admission standards for each of the 50 states.

STATEWIDE ADMISSION STANDARDS

Who Sets Admission Stan Cards

Twenty-four states report having statewide minimum admis-
sion standards in effect for their public colleges and un:,er-
sines in 1984-85.* (See Table 1.) ;n 13 of these states,

1 For purposes of this study, statewide standards are defined as those
policies imposed by a state agency on a group of public colleges and
universities State requirements general!) apply to all institutions in a uni-
versity or college system. If a state has more than one system, the policies
are reported separately for each system.
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'ible 1. Use of Statewide Standards, 1984-85

Statewide Minimum State-
Standards, No wide Standards,

Institutional Institutional No Statewide
State Discretion Discretion Standards

Alabama X
Alaska . . . .X
Arizona . X
Arkansas .. .X
California . X

Colorado . X
Connecticut.. X
Delaware ... . X
Florida . ... . X
Georgia .. .X

Hawaii X
Idaho . X
Illinois X
Indiana .. X
Iowa.....

Kansas. . .. ..

Kentucky .. ...
Louisiana . ..

Mune .. .

Maryland . ..

Massachusetts

Michigan. .... .

Minnesota ....
Mississippi
Missouri

x
x

x

. . x

x

Montana st

Nebraska .. .

Nevada X
New Hampshire X
New Jersey . .

New Mexico .. X
New York .. . X
North Carolina X
North Dakota . X

Ohio.. .. . X'

Oklahoma . X
Oregon X
Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

South Carolina .

x
x

.. x

South Dakota X
Tennessee .. X
Texas . X
Utah .. X
Vermont X

Virginia X
Washington X
West Virginia . X
Wisconsin . X
Wyoming ... . . X

Insinutions may not use examinations as a requirement for admission



institutions of higher education are not allowed to exceed
state requirements, while the other I I states allow individ-
ual institutions the authority to impose more stringent admis-
sion standards. Three statesIllinois, North Carolina, and
Tennesseehave the power to establish minimum statewide
standards but in 1984-85 granted IHEs the authority to set
admission requirements. In the remaining 23 states, authori-
ty to set admission standards rests with the governing boards
of individual colleges and universities.

What Kinds of Statewide Standards Are Used?

In 1984-85, nine states require only that in-state students
entering public colleges and universities have a high school
diploma or its equivrlent. (See Table 2.) Of these nine states,

sevenIdaho, Kansas, Louisiana, Montana, Nebraska,
North Dakota, and Wyomingdo not allow individual in-
stitutions to impose additional requirements, making these
state systems, in effect, open admission systems. Two
statesKentucky and Ohiopermit their institutions the
opportunity to impose stricter standards.

Eight states require entering freshmen to present satis-
factory scores or. college admission tests. Test scores are

the only requirement for admission to Mississippi's public
univeksity system. Applicants to public schools in Florida
must present a minimum high school (IPA as well as satis-
factory test scores, while students in Arizona, Georgia, Okla-
homa, Oregon, South Dakota, and West Virginia can be
admitted on the basis of their GPAs or another criterion, such
as class rank or predicted performance, if their test scores
are below the minimum required.

Seven states use only one criterion for admission. The
single criterion used by these states are: minimum GPA
(Nevada and Maryland), class rail (Iowa), high school
course-work requirements (New .Tersey and Wisconsin), and
a sliding scale (Massachusetts and California).

In light of extensive discussion about the inadequate
academic preparation of students entering college today, it
is interesting to note that only five statesCalifomia, Flori-
da, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Wisconsinrequired a
prescribed pattern of high school course work as an entrance
requirement for tneir public colleges and universities in
1984-85. Four more statesIllinois, Kansas, Ohio, and
Montanarecommended a minimum curriculum for entering
freshmen. Twelve states, however, are moving to either rec-
ommend or require the adoption of high school curriculum
standards.

'Bible 2. Type of Statewide Admission Standard in Use, 1984-85

State

High High
School School

Diploma Co;trse
Only Require

Arizona .

California
Honda
Georgia
Idaho

Iowa
Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana
Maryland

Massachusetts

Miss.ssippi
Montana

Nebraska .
Nevada

New Jersey

North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon .

South Dakota

West Virginia .

Wiscons:n

Wyoming

'Recommended

x
x

..X'

x
x

x

x

Class
Rank

or X

or

X

X or X

X or

X

X or

Test
Scores

or X

X

X

x

Predict
Perform

Sliding
Scale

t if X

X or X

or X

X

x

x
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What Is the Impact of Institutional Discretion?

As noted earlier, 11 states impose statewide minimum ad-
missions standards but allow their public IHEs to impose
more stringent requirements. Five states that incorporate
test scores Into statewide minimum standards allow institu-
tional discretion: Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi,
and West Virginia. Admission requirements in Arizona's
and West Virginia's IHEs do not exceed the state minimum.
In Georgia, few of the IHEs impose higher standards, and
those that do set higher minimum GPAs or use measures of
predicted performance. All of Mississippi's colleges and
many of Honda's schools have set higher qualifying test
scores.

Maryland requires entering freshmen to meet a mini-
mum GPA requirement. Some of the state's colleges and
universities also use sliding scales as admission criteria.
Massachusetts uses a sliding scale incorporating the GPA
and test scores to screen applicants to its state universities
and colleges. Typically, however, public IHEs in that state
choose to accept only students falling in me upper half of
the scale.

Two states, New Jersey and Wisconsin, have estab-
lished high school course-work requirements as their only
statewide admission standards. New Jersey's public colleges
also use a "basic academic index" that combines class rank
and SAT scores as an admission criterion. While the state
does not require the use of this index, it does require that
IHEs report the average index of their entering freshmen
annually and that IHEs maintain or increase their student
profile, as measured by this index, each year. In Wisconsin,
IHEs are free to impose additional requirements. Most
require minimum ACT or SA1 scores and/or a minimum
class rank, and many have more stringent course-work
requirements.

Finally, in Kentucky, a state with a minimum require-
ment of a high school diploma, the University of Kentucky
uses a sliding scale to screen prospective students, while the
other state universities sampled ..1 this study maintain an
open admissions policy. Ohio law prohibits public IHEs
from using test scores as an admission criterion, and until
recently all institutions had an open admissions policy. At
the recommendation of the Ohio Board of Regents and State
Board of Education, however, 11 of the 12 public universi-
ties required. or plan to require, a minimum high school
cumculum.

What Special Admission Policies Are in Effect?

Seven of the 24 states that set minimum admission standards
have open admission policies in effect for all IHEs. There-
fore, special admission policies pertain only to students who
do not have a high school diploma or its equivalent.

The other 17 states all have policies and procedures for
reviewing credentials of students who do not meet statewide
minimum standards and/or additional requirements set by
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the individual Institutions. Ten states limit the number of
students that IHEs may admit under a special admissions
program to a fixed percentage of the institution's freshmen
class. One of these states, New Jersey, also requires state
colleges to admit a minimum of 10 percent of the state
residents in the freshmen class under another special
program, its Educational Opportunity Fund Program.
Massachusetts takes a different approach, exempting four
categories of students from the state's eligibility index
requirement. State colleges and universities must develop
alternative admission policies for these students.

Several states that recently enacted high school course-
work requirements have also developed exemption policies.
For example, IHEs in Kentucky may exempt up to 20 per-
cent of their applicants from the state's new course-work
requirements, and individual institutions may substitute sat-
isfactory ACT and SAT results in lieu of completion of
these high school courses. Ohio universities have provisions
that allow students the opportunity to correct high school
course-work deficiencies, while Mississippi will exempt stu-
dents with high composite ACT scores from its require-
ments. New Jersey state colleges may exempt students who
are admitted under aty of its special admission programs.

'1111) le 3. Changes in Statewide

Admission Standards, 1982-1985

None H S Crse
State Anticipated Req

Mm
GPA

Test

Score

Arizona..
California
Flonda .

Georgia
Idaho

X

Illinois .. .

Iowa ... . ... X
Kansas .. X

Kentucky ...
Louisiana X

Maryland . .. X
Massachusetts .

Mississippi
Montana .. . . . X
Nebraska

Nevada .

New Jersey ...
N Carolina ..

N Dakota.. . .

Ohio . .. ...

Oklahoma . .

Oregon. . . .. .....
S. Dakota .

W. Virginia
Wisconsin . X

Wyoming . . . X

... x

.. x
X

X'

X'

X

x
x

..A

x
x
x

x

x

Proposed



What Are the Trends in Admission Policies?

Sixteen states have recently enacted, or are proposing, more
stringent statewide admissions policies. (See Table 3.) Ten
states reported no anticipated changes in their admisst:.n
standards. Two of these statesKansas and North Dakota--
chose to retain their open admission policies after careful
study.

In all of the states making changes, the new or proposed
policies involve either imposing (14) or strengthening (21 a
prescribed pattern of high school course-work for entering
freshmen. Two of these states also recently raised the mini-
mum test scores (Florida) and minimum grade point average
(Oregon) required for admission, and two statesArizona
and Idahowill require students to complete their prescibed
high school courses with a minimum GPA of 2.0.

The new high school course -work requirements exceed
those required for high school jraduation. College freshmen
will generally be expected to have taken an additional year
of mathematics and science, one to two years of a foreign
language, and electives drawn from a college preparatory
curriculum. Five statesIdaho, Kentucky, Mississippi, Ne-
braska and Oregonhave established exemption policies
for students not meeting course-work requirements. These
policies exempt students who have satisfactory college en-
trance test scores or meet other performance criteria.

The rationale fcir focusing on high school course-work
requirements is reflected in the following description of the
University of Utah's study of admission standards:

For the University of Utah, an intolerable condition had aris-
en with respect to student performance and resource utiliza-
tion. University committees made several recommendations
for dealing with the problem ranging from restricting access
by GPA, by ACT score, or by means of enrollment limita-
tiom, to separating less-Prepared students from the better-
prepared ones by the creatics '. a two-year college on cam-
pus. The recommendations did not win approval because they
tended to focus on the institution's problem rather than on the

statewide problem of the state's educational system. The
solution ... was to define what the University considered to be
a qualified or prepared student and to assure that such stu-
dents would be admitted. The effects that properly prepared
students would have upon the University as well as upon the
high schools were well understood: a higher standard of class-
room Instruction, better use of University resources, better
counseling programs in the high schools, and the enhancement

of the educational level of the state's citizens. (Woolf, 1984)

Summary

In summary, nearly one-half of the states impose statewide
minimum admission requirements on their public colleges
and universities. Nine states have an open admissions poli-
cy, while 12 -.states require entering freshmen to meet a test
score, minimum GPA, class rank and/or other performance
standard. Nine states require or recommend a prescribed
pattern of high school course work. Eleven states allow their

IHEs to impose additional admission requirements. A ma-
jority of IHEs in only one-half of these states, however,
chose to raise performance standards.

Sixteen states have recently enacted, or are proposing,
more stringent admission policies. In every case, these
changes include high school course-work requirements. Only
four states have increased performance standards.
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ADMISSION STANDARDS IN STATES WITHOUT
STATEWIDE REQUIREMENTS

Over half of the states do not have statewide admission
policies. Standards for admission to public colleges and uni-
versities are set by the governing boards of individual IHEs.
Information was collected on the admission requirements of
a sample of IHEs in these states. Wherever possible, data
were collected on the state's "flagship" institution and on
other institutions representing a range of admission policies.

In most of these states, the flagship institution uses a
combination of class rank or minimum GPA and college
entrance test scores to screen applicants. Some IHEs estab-

lish absolute minimums, while others use a sliding scale or
eligibility index. Most of these institutions also prescribe a
pattern of course work for entering freshmen. State colleges
or other state universities are more likely to require students
to meet either a test score requirement or a class rank or a
minimum GPA standard. In at least nine states, one or more
of the state's four-year public colleges or universities has an
open admissions policy. It was difficult to collect information
on anticipated changes in admission policies since most of
the data were drawn from individual college catalogs. The
trend for those institutions reporting changes, however, has
been to impose or strengthen high school course-work re-
quirements (IHEs in 10 states) rather than raise performance

standards (IHEs in four states).

FIFTY STATE PROFILES

The final section of this report contains profiles of state and
institutional admission policies for each of the 50 states. Six
categories of information are presented:

number and type of public IHEs
institutions responsible for setting admission standards
current admission standards
special admission policies
anticipated changes in policies
sources of published information on these standards
and policies

Some states and many individual institutions use com-
posite SAT and/or ACT scores to screen students for admis-
sion. A composite SAT score is obtained by summing a
student's quantitative and verbal scores. The composite ACT
score is the average of a student's scores on four tests



English usage, mathematics usage, social studies reading,
and natural sciences readingand is reported by the ACT

The data reported here are limited in several ways.
First, the policies apply only to in-state students, who are
usually defined as graduates of that state's high schools, and
to students applying to the institutions for the first time.
Second, the focus is on general admission requirements.
Individual departments and programs in the colleges and

ALABAMA

1. Number and Ape of Public IHEs

14 universities
1 senior college

15 junior colleges
6 community colleges

22 technical colleges

2. Who Sets Admission StarAards?

There are no statewide admission policies. Standards for
admission to four-year colleges and universities are set by
the governing boards of the individual institutions. Junior
colleges operate under an open admission policy. The Ala-
bama Commission on Higher Education is a coordinating
agency that collects and publishes inforrnati,n on public
IHEs and is responsible for developing long range plans for
postsecondary education in Alabama.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

Of the 14 colleges and universities that admit freshmen, 3
have open admission policies: Alabama State University,
Jacksonville State University, and the University of North
Alabama. Nine use various combinations of composite test
scores (ACT and/or SAT) and high school grade point
average. The minimum requirements for unconditional ac-
ceptance are listed below:

a. Auburn University: GPA of 2.0 and an 18 ACT or
870 SAT.

b. Auburn University at Montgomery: 2.0 GPA and a
16 ACT.

c. Livingston UniN ersity: 2.0 GPA and 14 ACT.
d. Troy State University (both branches): Formula in-

cluding ACT/SAT scores and high school GPA.
e. University of Alabama: 2.0 GPA and 21 ACT, but

students with lower ACT scores can qualify with
higher GPAs on the following sliding scale: 2.4
GPA/18 ACT; 2.7 GPA/16 ACT A student with less
than a 2.0 GPA or less than a 16 ACT who is still
on the sliding scale will be admitted conditionally.

f. University of Alabama at Birmingham: 2.0 GPA and
18 ACT, including a 2.0 GPA in high school English
and mathematics.
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universities, may have more stringent admission standards.
Third, as noted elsewhere in this report, requirements re-
ported for individual institutions are based on a sample of
IHEs in each state, and are meant only to represent a range
of admission standards. Finally, these profiles describe
written policies. The actual admission practices of individual
institutions may differ from the reported policies.

g. University of Alabama at Huntsville: A sliding scale
with the following points: 3.25 GPA/14 ACT; 2.75
GPA/16 ACT; 2.0 GPA/22 ACT and 1.75 GFA/24
ACT.

h. University of Monticello: Equivalent of a 2.0 GPA
and a 16 ACT when applied to a sliding scale.

The remaining two institutions use either a minimum
GPA requirement (2.0 GPA at Alabama A&M) or a mini-
mum test-score requirement (16 ACT or 800 SAT at Univer-
sity of Southern Alabama). At Alabama A&M, high ACT
scores can offset a lower GPA.

4. Special Admission Policies

All colleges and universities with minimum entrance require-
ments accept some students on a conditional basis. Criteria
for conditional admission and the percentage of students
admitted provisionally vary widely by IHE.

5. Anticipated Changes

None cited.

6. Published Information

Individual profiles of the four-year colleges and universities
are published by the Alabama Commission on Higher
Education.

ALASKA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

3 university centers (University of Alaska)
11 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are established by the governing boards
of individual institutions.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. University of Alaska at Anchorage: Admission is
based on a combination of student's grade point
average, class rank and ACT or SAT scores. Entering
freshmen must have a minimum GPA of 2.5.

b. University of Alaska at Fairbanks: A high school

11



graduate must have a minimum GPA of 2.0 to quali-
fy for admission.

c. University of Alaska at Juneau: Open admissions,
with the exception of the biology and fisheries
programs.

d. Community colleges: Open admission.

4. Cpacial Admission Policies

At the University of Alaska at Fairbanks, a student whose
GPA falls below the minimum required may be considc fed
for probationary admission if his or her ACT or SAT scores
demonstrate the rapacity for successful academic work.

5. Anticipated Changes

None cited.

6. Published Information

Individual college catalogs.

ARIZONA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

3 universities
15 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The Arizona Board of Regents establishes minimum admis-
sion standards for the Arizona university system. The
universities may adopt additional requirements with approv-
al of dr!. board. Admission standards for the community
colleges are set by the State Board of Directors for Commu-
nity Colleges.

1. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. Universities: Applicants for admission to the state's
universities must rank in the upper 50 percent of
their high school class, or have a minimum GPA of
2.5, or must obtain a composite score of at least 2:
ACT or 930 SAT None of the universities impose
aaditional admission requirements.

b. Community colleges: Open admissions policy.

4. Special Admission Policies

Each university may adopt alternative admission require-
ments for applicants who are age 22 or older and may estab-
lish a special university admission committee to admit no
more than 10 percent of the studeni4 entering each year who
do not meet the statewide admission requirements.

5. Anticipated Chanbas

Starting in fall 1987, entering freshmen must have complet-
ed the following pattern of high school course work with a
minimum GPA of 2.0: four years of English, three years of
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mathematics, two years of a laboratory science, and two
years of social science.

6. Published Information

`.rizona Board of Regents. "Arizona University System Ad-
mission Policies." July 1984.

Individual college catalogs.

ARKANSAS

'. Number and lype of Public I4Es

I medical center (four-year and advanced degrees)
9 universities
3 two-year branch colleges
7 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission policies are establbhed by the governing boards
of the individual institutions. The Department of Higher
Education may recommend admission standards for Arkansas
colleges and universities.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

Universities: Most Arkansas public universities have a mod-
ified open admission policy; that is, all graduates of Arkan-
sas high schools will be admitted, but those failing to meet
certain requirements will be admitted on a conditional basis
or placed in a special program. Most require the completion
of a specified pattern of high school course work as well.
Some examples of admission policies are given below.

a. University of Arkansas at Little Rock: Entering
freshmen with less than a 2.0 GPA from high school
will be denied admission to the University but will
be given the option of applying for probationary
status.

b. University of Arkansas at Fay tteville: Any graduate
of an accredited high school may be admitted, but
students with less than a 2.0 GPA who do not have a
composite ACT score of 18 or better will be expected
to participate in a special program.

c. Southern Arkansas University at Magnolia: Prospec-
tive freshmen who graduated in the lower half of
their high school class and have achievement test
scores showing lack of preparation in basic skills
will be required to participate in the General Studies
Program.

d. University of Central Arkansas: Open admission
policy.

It is recommended that students entering any of the
public four-year institutions complete three years of high
school English, one year each of mathematics, science, and
social science, and an additional year of either mathematics
or science.



two -year institutions: Open admission policy.

4. Special Admission Midas

See current admission standards above.

5. Anti muted Changes

In September 1983, the Task Force on Admissions and Aca-
demic Standards of the Arkansas Department of higher Ed-
ucation recommended uniform course-work requirements for
students tr -wing rectly from high school to state colleges
and univet cities as full-time students. The standards, which
would be phased in between 1985 and 1990, would require
the completion of four years of English, two years of biolo-
gy, chemistry or physics, two years of mathematics (includ-
ing algebra I and geometry), three years of social studies,
trio years of one foreign language, and one-half year of
computer science. Public four-year IHEs should also con-
sider joint utilization of a single, nationally standardized
entrance examination for improved student placement.

The Task Force also recommended that an open admis-
sion policy be maintained for two-year colleges, but college
students in academic transfer programs should meet the same
levels of high school preparation.

6. Published Information

Arkansas Department of Higher Education, "Recommen-
dations: Task Force on Admissions and Academic
Standards" (mimeo), September 7, 1983.

Selected college catalogs.

CALIFORNIA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

9 campuses of the University of California
19 campuses of California State University

106 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The 1960 Master Plan for Higher Education in California
vests authority for establishing and modifying admission
standards of the University of California and the California
State University (CSU) with the governing board of each
system. The Master Plan recommends the establishment of
"eligibility pools" for the University and State University of
the top one-eighth and top one-third respectively of Califor-
nia high school graduates. These targets are used by the two
systems to gi,ide their admission policies.

3. Current Admission Standards for In -state Students

a. University of California: -ztudents may be admitted
to the University of Calnornia if they meet one of
three criteria: (1) complete a prescribed pattern of
high school course work with a minimum GPA of
3.3 or higher; (2) have a GPA between 2.78 and
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3.29, and qualify on the University's SATP3PA Eli-
gibility Index; or (3) score a total of 1,100 or higher
on the SAT phis 1,650 on three College Board
Achievement Tests with a minimum score of 500
on each c` the three. The Eligibility Index requires a
student with a GPA of 2.78 to score a total of 1,600
on the SAT The required SAT score decreases as
the GPA rises, so that a student with a GPA of 3.29
must have a totai score of only 410.

b. California State University: Students may be admit-
ted to the California State University if they meet
'me of two criteria: (1) have a c'imulative GPA of
greater than 3.2; or (2) have a GPA between 2.0 and
3.2 and qualify on CSU's S 4T /GPA Eligibility
Index. The Eligibility Index uses the following for-
mulas and cutoff scores:

800 x GPA +Combined SAT -.?-. 3,072
200 x GPA + (10 x ACT Composite) .?-.. 741

Entering freshmen must also have completed four
years of high school English and two years of
mathematics.

c. Community colleges: Open admission.

4. Special Admission Policies

Students can be admitted to the California State University
with three years of English and one year of mathematics on
appeal if they meet the other admission criteria.

5. Anticipated Changes

Effective fall 1986, students entering the University of Cali-
fornia must take an additional year of high school mathemat-
ics and four advanced college preparatory courses. The
California State University is considering the adoption of a
required college-preparatory course pattern that exceeds that
currently in place. The CSU system will lower the qualifying
score on its eligibility index (from 3,072 to 2,994 on the
SAT index, for examp.c) in order to increase its eligibility
pool to 33 percent of the stat.'s high school graduates.

6. Published Information

Preparing for 1986: A Cor Jarison of Current and New
Admission Requirements for Freshmen at the Univer-
sity of California.

California Postsecondary Education Commission. "Eligi-
bility of California's 1983 High School Graduates for
Admission to the State's Public Universities: A Report
from the 1983 High School Eligibility Study." CPEC:
Policy Development Committee, January 21, 1985.
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COLORADO

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

8 universities
5 state colleges

15 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are set by individual governing boards.
The legislature has placed enrollment caps on the University
of Colorado at Boulder and Colorado State University.

3. Current Admission Standards for in -state Students

a. University of Colorado: Varies by college. For the
College of Arts and Sciences, all three campuses
require a specified course-work pattern, a minimum
composite SAT score of 1,000 or ACT of 23 and
class rank in the upper 40th percentile (Boulder and
Colorado Springs) or upper half (Denver). Admis-
sion requirements at the Health Sciences Center vary
by program and include program-specific examina-
tions.

b. University of Northern Colorado: Requires speci-
fied high school course work, rat.k in upper one-
half of class and composite scores of MO on SAT or
19 on ACT.

c. Adams State College: Requires minimum GPA of
2.0 and ranking in upper two-thirds of class.

d. Colorado School of Mines: Requires specified pat-
tern of course work and ranking in upper one-third
of class.

e. Colorado State University and Fort Lewis College:
These campuses have course-work requirements.
They al o consider GPA, class rank, test scores, and
trend in quality of !Ugh school performance.

f. Mesa College, Metropolitan State College, Universi-
ty of 2nuthem Colorado: Open admission policies.

g. VVestem State College: Requires minimum GPA of 2.0.

4. Special Admission Policies

Many of the IHEs state that applicants not meeting minimum
admission standards may be con..Jered on an individual
basis.

5. Anticipated Changes

The University of Colorado at Boulder and Colorado State
University are proposing stiffer admission standards in class
rank, minimum test scores, and GPA.

6. Published Information

Handbook 1984-85. A Publication of the Colorado Council
on High School-College Relations. Durango, Califor-
nia, n.d.

CONNECTICUT

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

2 universities
12 regional community colleges
5 state technical colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission policies are established by individual institutions
or by the Board of Ti.ustees of the Regional Community
Colleges.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students
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a. Universit of Connecticut: The University of Con-
necticut requires a high school diploma and a speci-
fied pattern of high school course work. A more
stringent pattern of course work is recommended.
Further decisions are made based on SAT scores
and high school rank, combined in a manner that
predicts success at the University. Individual schools
and colleges within the University may set more
stringent requirements and recommendations.

The class entering in fall 1985 must have com-
pleted four years of high school English, three years
of mathematics, and two years each of laboratory
science, social science and a foicign language. It is
recommended that students also have completed an
additional one to two years each of science, social
science, and foreign language, as well as course
work in computer skills and the fine and perform-
ing arts.

b. Connecticut State University: Entering freshmen
must have complete 1 four years of high school En-
glish and two years each of mathematics, science,
social science, and a foreign language. A third year
of mathematics will be required beginning in fall
1986. It is recommended that students complete an
additional two years of mathematics, an additional
one to two years of science, social science and for-
eign language, and course work in computer sci-
ences and fine arts.

c. Regional community colleges: The regional commu-
nity colleges operate under an open admission policy.
Some programs in individual colleges require a spe-
cific pattern of high school course work and usually
a minimum grade of 75.

d. State technical colleges: All five of the state techni-
cal colleges require a specified minimum pattem of
course work of four years of English, two to three
of mathematics, one year of science, and zero to
one year of social science. Three colleges recom-
mend a minimum combined SAT score of 900, and
four colleges recommend minimum GPAs of 75 to
85 and/or a high school rank of the top 50 percent or
the top 67 percent.
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4. Special Admission Policies

a. University of Connecticut: Exceptions to the uni-
versitywide course requirements may be made for
older students, educationally disadvantaged students,
applicants with highly specialized talents appropri-
ate to a particular program, or applicants with an
exceptionally high combination of high school rank
and SAT scores.

b. Connecticut State University: There are no guide-
lines for special admission, but admission decisions
are based upon the merit of individual cases.

c. State technical colleges: All five colleges have guide-
lines for special admission that provide inadequately
prepared high school students, who have demon-
suated academic potential, an opportunity to partici-
pate in pretechnical preparatory course work.

5. Anticipated Change.

Changes are anticipated beyond those in required course
work noted for the University of Connecticut and Connecti-
cut State University.

6. Published Information

Connertrut Department of Higher Education. Freshmen
Admission Policies and Practices in Connecticut In-
stitutions of Higher Education. Hartford, CT: Depart-
ment of Higher Education, July 1984.

DELAWARE

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

1 university
1 college
1 technical and community college

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are set by the governing boards of
individual institutions.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. University of Delaware: In selecting students, the
university considers depth and rigor of high school
course work, grades earned in academic courses,
class rank and test scores.

b. Delaware State College: Admission is granted on
the basis of grades, class rank, test scores, and other
evidence of the ability of the applicant to complete
college-level work. Students nor'- lay should have a
minimum GPA of 2.0 and have completed four years
of English, two years each of mathematics, science
and history and/or social studies, and five units of
academic electives. Minimum test score requirements
vary with the strength of other admission criteria.
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4. Special Admission Policies

None cited.

5. Anticipated Changes

None cited.

6. Published Information

Individual college catalogs.

FLORIDA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

9 state universities
28 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Minimum admission standards to public universities and com-
munity colleges are established by state laws a ministra-
tive regulations. Universities may impose additional restrictions
on admission if necessary to accommodate enrollment
limitations.

3. Current Admission Standards for in-state Students

Public universities: Students who have a 3.0 GPA or better in
appropriate high school courses are academically eligible for
admission to any of the state universities. Students with a
GPA between 2.0 and 2.99 must present scores nt or above
tne 40th percentile of college-bound seniors on a nationally
normed college admission exam (composite score of 810
SAT or 17 ACT) to be academically eligible. Effective fall
1984, all entering freshmen must have completed three years
of English, two years each of mathematics, natural science
and social science, and three units of electives in these four
areas or in a foreign language. Freshmen entering in fall
1986 must have completed one additional year each of
English, mathematics and natural science and an additional
unit of electives. Effective August 1, 1987, t o student may
be enrolled who has not earned two credits or the equivalent
in foreign language.

Students may not be admitted to upper-division instruc-
tional programs in the state university system unless they
demonstrate satisfactory scores on the College Level Aca-
demic Skills Test.

Some IHEs set higher admission standards. For example:

a. Florida State University: Requires composite test
scores of 21 ACT or 950 SAT An academic GPA
higher than 2.5 may compensate for slightly lower
test scores, while higher test scores may balance a
GPA slightly lower than the required 2.5.

b. Central Florida University: Requires a minimum GPA
of 2.6 and test scores of 21 ACT or 900 SAT. Stu-
dents with a 3.0 GPA in a college prep curriculum
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will normally be admitted even if they have lower
test scores.

c. Florida International University: Requi_ zs an overall
GPA of 3.0 and composite test stores of 23 ACT or
1,000 SAT

d. University of Florida and Florida A&M University:
Statewide admission standards.

Community colleges: Admission standards cannot include
education requirements greater than a high school diploma or
its equivalent.

4. Special Admission Policies

A 10 percent Exception Admissions Policy applies to limited-
access programs where necessary to achieve established equal

access enrollment goals. Students who do not meet state
minimum standards and/or institutional standards may be
admitted if it is determined that these students can be expected

to do successful academic work at the institution to which
they are applying.

5. Anticipated Changes

None cited.

6. Published Information.

Florida Statutes 1983, Ch. 240.321 and 240.233.
Florida Administrative Code, Ch. 6A- 14.50. Supp. No.

DCC-82.4.
Rules of the Florida Department of Education. Board of

Regents Ch. 6C-6.01, Admissions.
Catalogs from selected publi.: universities.

GtORGIA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

4 universities
14 senior colleges
15 juLior colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The Emit; of Regents of the University System of Georgia
establishes minimum academic standards that must be met at
all 33 institutions. Institutions have discretionary power to
impose higher standards.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

To be admitted to any system institution, students must have
a minimum GPA on academic work of 1.8, or a 250 ye:1)a!
SAT score, or a 280 quantitative SAT score. Entering freshmen

scoring below 330 on the verbal SAT or below 330 on the
quantitative SAT will be given the Regents Basic Skills
examination to determine whether Development Studies shh11
be required prior to entry into regular college-credit courses.
Institutions may specify higher levels of performance require-
ments and/or additional testing.

Few of tht., IHEn impose higher admission standards:

a. The University of Georgia: Requires students to meet
a predicted college-level GPA as computed by admis-
sions officials.

b. Georgia State Universi j: Requires a minimum GPA
of 2.0 and a 2.0 or better in English and mathematics
courses.

Students attending state IHEs must successfully com-
plete the Regents Examination before being admitted to upper-

division instructional programs.

4. Specie Admission Policies

Students not meeting minimum statewide requirements may
apply for provisional admission. Students in provisional sta-
tus may gain regular admission by meeting regular require-
ments or by completing 30 hours of degree-credit work with
an average GPA of 2.0 or higher.

5. Anticipated Changes

None cited.

6. Published Information

Board of Regents, University System of Georgia. The Policy
Manual, Section 402.02-402.03.

Georgia Educational Improvement Council. Directory: A
Guide to Colleges, VocationalTechnical and Diploma
Schools of Nursing, 1981-82. Atlanta: Georgia Educa-
tional Improvement Council, January 1982.

HAWAII

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

3 senior colleges and universities
6 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards for all public institutions are estab-
lished by the Board of Regents of the University of Hawaii,
but vary by institution.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students
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a. University of Hawaii at Manoa: Admission criteria
include: (1) a minimum GPA of 2.0 average for
academic courses and a 2.8 average for all courses.
(2) at least a 430 on both the verbal and mathemati-
cal sections of the SAT; (3) completion of 15 high
school unit requirements, of which 10 are college
preparatory; and (4) ranking in the top two-fifths of
the senior class. More weight is given to the first
two criteria than to the last two. Students whose
SAT scores are as much as one standard deviation
(about 40 points) below the minimum may be admit-
ted if their GPAs are considerably above 2.8.
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Conversely, students with high SAT scores may be
admitted even though their minimum GPA is below 2.8.

b University of Hawaii at Hilo: Admission criteria
include a minimum 2.0 GPA in college preparatory
courses, minimum SAT verbal and mathematics
scores of 400 and completion of 15 high school
units, of which at least 10 are college preparatory.
However, lower scores are accepted when an appli-
cant has a higher GPA.

c. Community colleges: Open admission policy.

4. Special Admission Policies

The University of Hawaii does not have special admission
policies.

5. Anticipated Changes

Admission standards at the University of Hawaii at Manoa
are under review by the institution's faculty.

6. Published Information

Admission policy statements as found in college catalogs.

IDAHO

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

4 state colleges and universities
3 junior and rational college.

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are set by the State Board of Educa-
tion and the Board of Regents of the University of Idaho.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

Open admission policy.

4. Special Admission Policies

Not applicable.

5. Anticipated Changes

Effective fall 1986, students applying for regular admission
to the state colleges and universities must submit SAT or
ACT scores. Effective, fall 1989, students must complete the
following high school curriculum with a 2.0 GPA: four years
of English, two years each of mathematics, science and fine
arts/foreign language, two and one-half years of social sci-
ence and one year of speech. An additional year each of
mathematics and science and courses in a foreign language
are strongly recommended. Provisional admission will be
granted to students who do not meet these requirements but
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have a predicted 2.00 college GPA calculated using an
ACT/SAT prediction formula or who deserve special consid-
eration by institutional definition and criteria (disadvantaged
and minority students, delayed entries, and so forth).

6. Published Information

Idaho State Board of Education. "Minimum Statewide Stan-
dards for Admission and Retention in Higher Education."
January 30, 1985.

ILLINOIS

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

12 universities
50 (approximately) community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The Board of Higher Education has statutory authority to
"establish minimum admission standards" for public com-
munity colleges and universities. Historically, the Board has
delegated responsibility for setting admission standards to
the public university governing boards. The Board of High-
er Education does recommend admission policies to IHEs,
and reviews and approves their admission requirements.

3. Current Admission Stamford* for In-state Students

a. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign: Stu-
dents must present a combination of class rank and
SAT or ACT test-score results which indicate at least
a fifty-fifty chance of obtaining a C average the first
semester on campus.

b. NortheasLin Illinois University: Students must rank
in the upper one-half of their high sc'nool graduating
class.

c. Northern Illinois University: Students must rank in
the upper half of their high school graduating class
and have a composite ACT score of 17 or rank
between the upper two-thirds and one-half of their
class and have an ACT score of 22.

d. Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville: Stu-
dents must rank in the upper half of their high school
graduating class or score in the upper 50th percen-
tile on a college entrance examination.

e. Southern Illinois University at Carbondale: Students
must score above the 50th percentile on a college
entrance examination or score above the 32 -d per-
centile and be in the upper half of their high school
graduating class.

f. Illinois State University: In most programs, admis-
sion will be granted to students who meet one of the
following criteria: (1) score at least two points above
the average ACT or SAT score of college-bound
students in the State of Illinois; (2) rank in the highest
quarter of their high school class; (3) rank in the
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50th to 74th percentile of then high school class and
have a minimum score on the ACT or SAT that is
equivalent to a score that will provide a fifty-fifty
chance of achieving a 2.00 GPA at Illinois State; or
(4) rank in the 25th to 49th percentile of their high
school class and have an ACT or SAT score that is
equivalent to an upper-half rankin, 'lege-bound
high school graduating students in the state of Illinois.

Of the ten public universities that admit freshmen, 8 had no
required pattern of high school course work in fall 1983.
The University of Illinois at Chicago required three years of
English of all students and the University of Illinois at
Urbana/Champaign required three years of English and one
year each of algebra and geometry. At both campuses, some
colleges and programs had specific minimum requirements
which exceeded those for all students, and additional course
work was recommended for all students. Illinois State Uni-
versity required that students scoring below specified test
scores must have completed three years of English and one
year of algebra.

4. Special Admission Policies

Special admission policies vary by institution. The Universi-
ty of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign admits students through
programs such as the Educational Opportunities Frogram or
the Early Admissions Program.

5. Anticipated Changes

In November 1Q83, the Illinois Board of Higher Education
recommended that each of the public universities include a
specified pattern of course work in its admission require-
ments. By spring 1984, all 10 four-year IHEs had proposed
more stringent course-work requirements to be phased in
between spring 1985 and fall 1988. In most cases, these
requirements will not exceed the newly legislated high school
graduation requirements. Two IHEs would require an addi-
tional year of English and seven would require an additional
year of science. Two universities reported changes that in-
volve the use of ACT or SAT scores and class rank (Chicago
State University and Illir.iis State University).

The Board of Higher Education is currently reviewing
a recommendation that all public universities consider
adopting the following high school subjects as minimum
admission requirements: four years rat English, three years
each of social studies, mathematics and laboratory science,
and two years of electives in foreign language, music or art.

6. Published Information

Illinois Board of Higher Education. High School Subjects
required for Admission to Public and Private Colleges
and Universities. September 5, 1984.

Individual college catalogs.

INDIANA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

4 four-year colleges and universities
2 two-year colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are set by the governing boards of
individual institutions.
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3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Student

a. Indiana University: Students who have demonstrat-
ed above-average achievement in a strong college-
preparatory curriculum, who rank in the upper half
of their high school class and who have a composite
score of 850 SAT or 19 ACT will generally be
admitted. Students are also expected to have com-
pleted a minimum of 13 units of college preparatory
courses, including four years of English, and a mini-
mum of nine units of study in some combination of
mathematics, social science, laboratory science,
and/or foreign language.

b. Purdue University: Admission criteria include a com-
bination of class rank, GPA, grade average in sub-
jects related to the student's college program, trends
in achievement throughout high school, strength of
the college preparatory rxgram and test scores. High
school course work and "academic quality" require-
ments vary by college program. Applicants for the
freshman engineering program must have minimum
SAT scores of 400 verbal and 500 math or ACT
scores of 19 English and 25 math.

4. Special Admission Policies

None &ed.

5. Anticipated Changes

None cited.

6. Published Information

Individual college catalogs.

IOWA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

3 universities
15 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The Iowa State Board of Regents sets admission policies for
all state community colleges and the three Regent univer-
sities.
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3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. Regent universities: Unconditional admission is
granted to graduates of approved Iowa high schools
who have the subject matter background recom-
mended by each university and who rank in the
upper half of their graduating class.

b Community colleges: The standard minimum re-
quirement is a high school diploma, or its equivalent.
Colleges have the right to set higher admission
requirements.

4. Special Admission Policies

Regent universities: Institutions Love the discretion to admit
applicants who are not in the upper half of their graduating
class on a conditional or unconditional basis after a review
of their academic and test records.

5. Anticipated Changes

No changes in the admission policy are anticipated at the
three Regent institutions.

6. Published Information

Iowa Administrative Code. Section 670-4: Public Instruc-
tion, Chapter 4 and Section 720- I and 720-2: Regents.

KANSAS

1. Number and Typo of Public IHEs

6 state universities
19 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

State law prescribes an open admission policy for all state
educational institutions. The Kansas Board of Regents which
governs the state universities, makes recommendations in
addition to the entitlement statute. The community colleges
report to the Postsecondary Education Commission.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

Open admission policy. The Board of Regents recommends
the following pattern of high school coursework for enter-
ing freshmen: four years of English, three years each of
mathematics, natural science and social studies, and two
years of a foreign language.

4. Special Admission Policies

None required.
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5. Anticipated Changes

After a study of admission standards in 1982, the Board of
Regents affirmed the open admissions policy at its institu-
tions.

6. Published Information

Kansas Statutes: 72-116 Entitlement to Admission to State
Educational Institutions.

KENTUCKY

1. Number and Type of Public 1:-IEs

8 public universities
13 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The Council on Higher Education has statutory authority to
set minimum admission standards. Legislation passed in
1982 enables IHEs to establish admission standards that
exceed or are in addition to the statewide minimum
qualifications.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

A high school diploma or its equivalent is required for ad-
mission to all public colleges. Individual institutions may
set admission standards that exceed statewide minimum
standards.

a. University of Kentucky: Freshman admission is based
upon probable success as predicted from high school

grades and ACT results. Students with the following
combination of GPA and minimum composite test
scores receive automatic acceptance: GPA of 2.00-
2.49 and ACT of 28; GPA of 2.50-2.99 and ACT of
21; GPA of 3:00-3.49 and ACT of 15; or GPA of
3.50-4.00 and ACT of 11 or above. Delayed consid-
eration will be granted to those students with a GPA
of 2.00-3.49 and an ACT of 11 or above. An appli-
cant with a GPA of less than 2.0 or with an ACT of
10 or less will be denied admission.

b. Northern Kentucky University: Open admission
policy.

c. Eastern Kentucky University: Open admission policy.

4. Special Admission Policies

IHEs are authorized to grant exceptions to the newly estab-
lished minimum course-work requirements to as many as 20
percent of first-time freshman applicants admitted each term.

5. Anticipated Changes

Effective fall 1987, applicants to the public universities must
have completed 20 or more approved high school units,
including a minimum of four years of English, three years
of mathematics and two years each of science and social
studies. College-bound studerts are encouraged to take addi-
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tional course work in mathematics, science, foreign lan-
guages, arts and computer literacy. IHEs may substitute sat-
isfactory ACT or SAT results in lieu of completion of these
high school courses.

IHEs are reviewing their admission policies in light of
the changes mandated by the Council on Higher Education
and are expected to implement new institutional require-
ments by fall 1987.

6. Published Information

Kentucky Council on Higher Education. Guu. -lines for Un-
dergraduate Admission to the State-Supported Institu-
tions of Higher Education in Kentucky. Revised. January
13. 1983.

Individual college catalogs.

LOUISIANA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

13 four-year colleges and universities
4 two-year colleges
2 special-purpose institutions (medicine/law)

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are established by three governing
boards: The Louisiana State University supervisors, the
Southern University System supervisors and the Board of
Trustees for State Colleges and Universities.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

Resident graduates of approved Louisiana high schools are
guaranteed admission to any Louisiana public, college of
universiLy.

4. Special Admission Policies

None required.

5. Anticipated Changes

The Baton Rouge campus of Louisiana State University plans
to require a prescribed pattern of high school course work
effective with the fall semester of 1988.

6. Published Information

Individual college catalogs.
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MAINE

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

7 campuses (University of Maine)

2. Who Sets Arimission Standards?

Each branch of the University sets its own admission
standards.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

All campuses consider SAT test scores, high school prepara-
tion and GPA when admitting students. None specify mini-
mum GPAs or test scores. Required high school courses
vary by campus, but generally include four years of English,
txo to three years of mathematics, one to two years of
science, one to two years of history/social science and zero
to two years of a foreign language.

4. Special Admission Policies

None cited.

5. Anticipated Changes

None cited.

6. Published Information

Ir iividual college catalogs.

MARYLAND

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

13 four-year colleges and universities
19 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Minimum admission requirements are established by the
Board of Trustees of the Maryland State Universities and
Colleges. The Board, however, encourages individual insti-
tutions to adopt standards above the minimum level using
predictive measures of probable academic success.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state &infants

The state requires that all entering freshmen who have gradu-
ated from high school within five years of admission have a
minimum high school GPA of 2.0. Several institutions have
adopted additional admission criteria.

a. University of Maryland: "Preferred Admission": Stu-
dents are guaranteed admission if they meet one of
three criteria: (1) have a 3.0 GPA and a minimum
combined SAT score of 1,000; (2) have a GPA be-
tween 3.0 and 4.0 and a SAT score between 980 and
800 (on a sliding scale where the SAT requirement
drops by 50 points for every 0.10 increase in GPA);
or (3) meet the requirements for regular admission
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and meet certain advanced-placemInt course re-
quirements.
"Regular Admission": Maryland residents are eligi-
ble for admission, on a space-available basis, if they
qualify on a sliding scale that combines GPA and
combined SAT scores. The scale ranges from 2.0
GPAJ1,030 SAT to 2.75 + GPA/650 SAT, with a re-
duction in the SAT requirement of 50 points for
every 0.10 increase in GPA. Under both admission
pc:icies, students must also meet prescribed course-
work requirements.

b. Frostburg State College: The primary factors used
for admission decisions are the high school GPA
and composite SAT scores. Scores that would nor-
mally predict success in a collegiate program are
used. The following sliding scale is published as a
guide for students: 3.75-4.00 GPA, minimum com-
po.ite SAT of 550; 3.50-3.75 GPA, 600 SAT;
3.25 -3.49 GPA, 650 SAT; 2.00 -2.24 GPA, 900SAT.
Entering freshmen must also have completed four
years of English, three years of social science, and
two years each of science and mathematics.

,:. Bowie State College: Admission decisions are based
on grades, class rank, test scores, and high school
course work. The only prescribed requirements are
those for high school course work: four years of
English, three years of social science, two years
each of science and mathematics and nine units of
electives.

4. Special Admission Policies

Each institution may admit, up to 15 percent of its entering
freshman class, students whose GPA is less than 2.0 but
who show potential for success in college. All entering
freshmen will be administered diagnostic-placement tests in
reading, writing and mathematics, and those scoring below
a predetermined standard will be required to participate in
remedial programs to eliminate deficiencies in basic skills.
The University of Maryland admits a small percentage of
students who do not meet admissions requirements through a
special Individual Admissions Program.

5. Anticipated Changes

Bowie State College is phasing in more stringent high school
course-work requirements.

6. Published Information

Individual college catalogs.
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MASSACHUSETTS

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

4 state universities
9 state colleges

15 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The Massachusetts Board of Regents of Higher Education
establishes minimum admission standards for all 28 public
institutions. State colleges and universities have the discre-
tion to develop more stringent standards with the approval
of the Board of Regents.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

Academic course-work requirements are being phased in.
Startir in fall 1984, 10 units are recommended, including
three in of English, two years of mathematics, one each
of s' al science and foreign language, and three electives
from specified academic groups. By fall 1987, entering
freshmen will be required to complete 16 units, including
four years of English, three years of mathematics, two years
each of science, soc: i science and foreign languages, and
three units of electives from specified academic groups.

Students must also qualify under an eligibility index,
which combines composite SAT score and class rank on a
sliding scale. For state universities, the scale ranges from
1,300 SAT alone, to 1,250 SAT/upper 9011 percentile class
rank, to 500 SAT/upper 15th percentile class rank, with the
SAT score decreasing 50 points for each increase of 5
percentiles in class rank. The sliding sca': for state colleges
ranges from 1,100 SAT/upper 90th percentile class rank to
500 SAT/upper 25th percentile .:lass rank.

Institutions may impose additional requirements after
meeting the state guidelines. To illustrate the range in
institutional standards, policies are presented for a state uni-
versity and a "general" state college.

a. State uni,rersity: Minimum admission standards in-
clude a GPA of 2.5 or better, a minimum verbal SAT
of 400 and quantitative SAT of 400, satisfactory
completion of 16 specified units of academic course
work, and a SAT/high school rank eligibility index
ranging from 1,300 SAT alone, 1,250 SAT/upper
90th percentile class rank to 800 SAT/upper 45th
pci,...ntile class rank. Students with less than a com-
posite score of 800 must be in the top 10-25th per-
centile of their class to be considered for admission.

b. "General" state college: Minimum admission stand-
ards include a combined SAT score of 850 with a
score of 400 or better on each part of the SAT,
we'ghted high school class rank in the upper 50th
percentile, a predictive index of 2.0 that includes
verbal and quantitative SAT scores and standardized
class rank and completion of 16 specified units of
academic course work.

21



c. Community colleges: Open admission policies. Any
student with an associate degree frcm a public com-
munity college is guaranteed ad- mission tc a state
college or university.

4. Special Admission Policies

The Board of Regents exempts four categories of students
from the admission eligibility index admissions requirement:
GED students, evening school graduates and students who
graduated from high school more than three years before
applying to college; students whose special needs have been
assessed under the state's handicapped education law;
educationally disadvantaged students (due to low incon
limited English proficiency, or race); and students transferrin,
from community colleges with public associate degrees.

State colleges and universities must develop alternative
evaluation policies for these students subject to approval by
the Board of Regents.

5. Anticipated Changes

The Board of Regents is studying the possibility of substituting
weighted GPA for class rank.

6. Published Information

Massachusetts Board of Regents of Higher Education, Min-
imum Admission Standards for Public Baccalaurea
Colleges and Universities. January i0, 1984.

MICHIGAN

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

15 four-year colleges and universities
29 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are established by the governing board
of individual institutions.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. University of Michigan: Qualified applicants gener-
ally have a minimum GPA of 2.0 in an appropriate
college preparatory curriculum and have standard-
ized test scores comparable to freshmen pursuing
similar programs in the University. (IL 1983-84, 43
percent of entering freshmen had a SAT-verbal score
of 550 or above and 71 percent had a SAT-math
score of 550 or above. The mean SAT scores were
532 and 597 respectively, and the average ACT com-
posite score was 26.) It is recommended that stu-
dents complete the following high school course
work: four years of English, three to four years of
mathematics and science, two to three years of so-
cial studies, two years of a foreign language and a
total of 20 units.
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b. Wayne State University: Admission is assured if stu-
dents have a minimum GPA of 2.75 and admission
is granted if their GPA is between 2.00 and 2.74,
and they score at least 450 verbal and 400 math on
the SAT or a composite of 20 on the ACT. A speci-
fied pattern of high school course work is also strong-
ly recommerded.

c. Eastern Michigan University: Open admission
policy.

4. Special Admission Pollees

The University of Michigan does not have a probationary
_mission policy. Wayne State and Eastern Michigan Univer-

sities offer special admission programs for students not meet-
ing institutional requirements.

5. Anticipated Changes

None cited.

6. Published Information

Individual college catalogs.

MINNESOTA

1. Number and Type of Public ih Es

5 campuses of the University of Minnesota
7 st e universities

18 community colleges
33 vocational-technical colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

There are no statewide requirements for admission to public
IHEs. The 1983 legislature mandated that the governing
boards of individual institutions develop proposals for ad-
mission requirements to be reviewed by the Higher Education
Coordinating Board.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-State Students

a. University of Minnesota: Minimum requirements vary
across the 11 undergraduate colleges at five cam-
puses. Two campuses have open admission policies.
Another campus requires students to be in the upper
half of their high school class or have college
admission test scores at or above the 50th percentile.
The Morris campus and three colleges at the Twin
Cities campus use formulas based on high school
rank percentile (HSR) and ACT, SAT, or PSAT
scores.
For example, the College of Liberal Arts at the Win
Cities campus w;" admit students if HSR + ACT
100, or HSR + PSAT-140, or HSR + (SAT + 13)>
140. Students are usually rejected if HSR+ 2 (ACT)
:580, or HSR + PSAT s 's, or HSR + (SAT +
1O)<125.
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At the Morris campus, the minimum requirements
are HSR + (2) ACT -. 85, or ['SR + PSAT -.- 125.
Several of the programs have prescribed high school
course-work requirements as well.

b. State University system: The state University sys-
tem does not have a systemwide admissions policy.
Six of the institutions require students to be in the
top two-thirds or one-half of their high school class
or have minimum ACT, SAT or PSAT scores ranging
from 16 to 20 + (ACT), 700 + to 900 + (SAT) and
73 + to 90 + (PSAT). None of the campuses set
course-work requirements.

c. Community colleges: Open admission policy.

4. Special Admission Policies

Some of the colleges of the University of Minnesota will
consider applications from individuals not meeting minimum
HSRI !st-score requirements. Each of the State University
institutions has a procedure for admitting students under
special conditions if they do not meet regular admissions
standards.

5. Anticipated Changes

After a review of existing admissions requirements, none of
the three goveniing boards proposed more rigorous course-
work requirements or new guidelines for admission based
on aptitude test results. The State University system pro-
posed the development of formulas for calculating class rank
which take into account the number of academic units
completed

6. Published Information

Minnesota Higher Education Coordinating Board, Review

and Comments on Proposals for Admissions Require-
ments for Incoming Freshmen. February 16, 1984.

MISSISSIPPI

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

8 public universities
15 junior colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learn-
ing establishes admission standards for the eight public uni-
versities. The Mississippi Junior College Commission sets
standards for the junior colleges.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

Since 1977, freshmen entering the eight public universities
must have a minimum composite score of 9 on the AT
Institutions may set higher qualifying scores with the ap-
proval of the Board of Tiustees, and all eight do. Five uni-
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versifies require a composite score of 15, one a score of 13,
one a score of 11 and one a score of 10. Students must have
a minimum ACT score of IC for admission to a baccalaure-
ate nursing program. Students who score below 12 on the
English portion of the ACT and/or 12 on the mathematics
portion of the ACT must enter and satisfactorily complete a
Board-of-Thistees-approved developmental program.

4. Special Admission Policies

The eight universities may enroll a number equivalent to 5
percent (10 percent at one institution) of the previous year's
freshman class to accommodate talented and/or high-risk
students with ACT scores between 9 and the institution's
minimum qualifying score. Other special policies apply to
students over 21 and to handicapped students.

5. Anticipated Changes

Beginning with the fall term of 1986, all freshmen entering
the public universities must have completed four years of
English, three years each of mathematics and science, two
and one-half years of social science and one year of a foreign
language, additional mathematics, or additional science. It
is also recommended that students take two years of a for-
eign language, a mathematics course during their senior
year, and a computer science course. Students with high com-
posite ACT scores (24 in five IHEs and 20 in three IHEs) are
exempt from this requirement.

Thy, minimum qualifying ACT score at one university
will be raised from 11 to 13 by 1988.

Community colleges have an open admission policy.
The Mississippi Junior College Commission is expected to
adopt new standards in November 1984; completion of a
minimum of 15 units from an approved high school, and a
GED or demonstrated competency in accordance with
published admission requirements.

6. Published Information

State of Mississippi, Board of Thistees of State Institutions
of Higher Learning, Bylaws and Policies. Section
on Admissions.

, Board of Trustees Actions Regarding Admission
Standards. Mississippi Code of 1972 Annotated.
Section 37-29-11 through 37-29-17. Junior College
Commission.
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MISSOURI

1. Number and type of Public IHEs

1 state university (4 cam,.. uses)
6 regional and land-grant universities
3 state colleges

10 junior college districts (15 campuses)

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are established by the governing boards
of the individual institutions. The Missouri Coordinating
Boa-1 for Higher Education has the authority to recommend
policy changes to the governing board of any institution and
to establish admission guidelines consistent with institu-
tional missions. The 1979 Master Plan established general
admission guidelines for the state's public postsecondary
institutions.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

The state master plan established general admission require-
ments for IHEs in its mission statements but did not set a
rigid statewide minimum high school GPA and/or class rank
as criteria for admission. These guidelines range from an
open admissions policy for the two-year community/junior
colleges and four-year state colleges, somewhat higher stand-
ards for the state universities, and the highest admission
standards for the University of Missouri campuses.

a. University of Missouri at Kansas City: Stud.nts'
high school class rank and scores on one of tour
college aptitude tests (ACT, SAT, PSAT or SCAT)
are converted to percentile rank form and summed.
Admission is granted if the sum of the two percen-
tile ranks is 75 or greater.

b. Central Missouri State University: Students must rank
in the upper two-thirds of their high school graduat-
ing class.

c. Southeast and Southwest Missouri State Universi-
ties: Entering students must rank in the upper two-
thirds of their high school graduating class or score
above the 33rd percentile on a college admissions
test.

d. Northwest Missouri State University: Students must
rank in the upper two-thirds of their graduating class
and/or have an ACT composite score of 18 or higher.

e. Missouri Western State College: Open admissions
policy.

4. Special Admission Policies

The regional universities may practice relatively open ad-
mission when individuals in their areas do not have access
to public community colleges. All of the institutions dis-
cussed above have special admission policies for students
not meeting institutional requirements.
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5. Anticipated Changes

The Missouri Coordinating Board of Higher Education is
considering a new model college preparatory high school
curriculum to serve as a guideline for institutional admission
standards.

6. Published Information

Individual college catalogs.

MONTANA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

6 four-year colleges (Montana University system)
3 community colleges

2. Who sets Admission Standards?

The Board of Regents of the Montana University system
establishes admission requirements for the six public col-
leges.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

There is an open admission policy for graduates of any
accredited Montana high school. It is recommended that all
entenng freshmen take four years of English, three years of
mathematics, two years of science, three years of social
studies, two years of a foreign language, and one year of
fine arts. Additional course work is recommended for stu-
dents planning to specialize in a number of fields.

4. Special Admission Policies

Units of the Montana University System may establish pro-
cedures for applicants who do not meet minimum require-
ments for admission. These procedures, which must be
approved by the Commissioner of Higher Education, must
include submission of evidence of the ability to do college-
level work.

5. Anticipated changes

None cited.

6. Published Information

Montana University System, Policy and Procedures Manu-
al, Section 301: Admission Requirements.
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NEBRASKA

1. Number and Ape of IHEs

1 university (3 campuses)
4 state colleges
6 area community colleges (14 campuses)

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The Board of Regents establishes admission standards for
the University of Nebraska. The State College Board of Trus-
tees sets standards for the state colleges.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

Open admission policy.

4. Special Admission Policies

After course-work requirements go into effect, not more
than 5 percent of the full-time entering fall freshman class at
the University may be admitted without meeting the -.ew
requirements if they show promise of success in college. In
addition, high school students not meeting any of these
requirements may be granted conditional admission if they
have successfully completed three years of English and one
year of algebra.

5. Anticipated Changes

Starting in 1986, freshmen entering the University of Ne-
braska must successfully complete four years of high school
English and two years each of mathematics, science, and
social science. Graduates of accredited high schools who do
not meet these course-work requirements mz.y be admitted if
they rank in the upper half of their high school class or have
a composite ACT score of 18 or composite SAT score of 850.

A Citizens Commission for the Study of Higher Edu-
cation may recommend proposals to tighten further the Uni-
versity of Nebraska's admission standards, possibly by
requiring satisfactory test scores.

6. Published Information

University of Nebraska, Policy on Admission to the Univer-
sity of Nebraska, Revised. October 15, 1982.

NEVADA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

2 universities
4 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The Board of Regents of the University of Nevada System
establishes admission standards for the two public universi-
ties and the four community colleges.
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3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. University of Nevada: Admission to freshman stand-
ing requires graduation from an accredited or ap-
proved high school with a minimum GPA of 2.3.
State residents may seek admission to freshman-on-
probation status with a high school GPA between
2.00 and 2.29 or with less than a 2.0 GPA but
satisfactory scores on the ACT or SAT.

b. Community colleges: Open admission policy.

4. Special Admission Policies

An applicant who does not satisfy the minimum undergrad-
uate academic requirements for the University of Nevada
may apply for probationary consideration through the Special
Admissions Program. Applicants are evaluated on test scores
and evidence of readiness, achievement, and motivation to
succeed in college. This category is limited to 4 percent of
each campus's freshman enrollments for the pfevious year.

5. Anticipated changes

The Board of Regents recently approved course-work re-
quirements for students entering the two public universities.
These requirements are four years of EngIish, three years
each of mathematics, social studies, and natural science and
one-half year of computer literacy. The timetable for imple-
mentation is currently being discussed.

6. Published Information

University of Nevada System, Board of Regents, Title 4:
Codification of Board Policy Statements. Chapter 16,
Student Admission, Registration, Grades and Exami-
nations. Rev. 68 (4/84).

NEW HAMPSHIRE

1. Number and type of Public IHEs

I university
2 state colleges
1 community college
7 vocational-technical colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards for the state colleges and university are
established by the governing boards of the individual insti-
tutions. Policies for the vocational-technical colleges are set
by the Division, of Postsecondar Education for the State of
New Hampshire.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. University of New Hampshire: Primary consideration
is given to academic achievement and aptitude, as
demonstrated by high school course work, rank in
class, recommendations and SAT scores. It is
recommended that candidates complete four years
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of English and mathematics, three years each of
laboratory science and a foreign language, and two
years of social science.

b Plymouth State College: High school performance and

SAT scores are considered in the admissions process.

It is recommended that students complete a minimum
of three years of college preparatory mathematics.

c. Keene College: Admission criteria include high
school course work, grades and SAT scores.

d. Vocational-technical and community colleges: Open
admission policy.

4. Special Admission Policies

Students not meeting the admission standards of the state
colleges and universities may enroll in a General Studies
Program or as nonmatriculated students.

5. Anticipated Changes

A University System of New Hampshire Task Force on En-
rollment Planning issued a report in June 1983. The report
recommended that institutions not reduce standards in order
to maintain enrollments.

6. Published Information

Individual college catalogs.
University System of New Hampshire. Final Report of the

USNH Task Force on Enrollment Planning. June 1983.

NEW JERSEY

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

1 university (3 campuses)

1 university of medicine and dentistry (3 colleges)
9 state colleges

1 institute of technology (contract)
17 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The State Department of Higher Education establishes min-
imum admission standards. The governing boards of the
individual colleges and universities may set more stringent
admission requirements.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

Entering freshmen must complete a minimum of 16 units of
college preparatory subjects, including four units of En-
glish, two of mathematics (including one of algebra), two of
social studies and one of laboratory science. Students ma-
triculating after July 1987 must complete an additional unit
of mathematics and of science. The five units of electives
must be drawn from the above subjects and foreign language.

a. Rutgers University: Admission is based on a review
of students' grades, class rank, strength of high
school program, test scores and extracurricular ac-

tivities. Students must also have completed a mini-
mum of 16 academic units in high school. Specific
subject requirements vary by college.

b. 11-enton State College: Criteria for admission include
students' high school records and SAT scores.

c. Stockton State College: Applicants will be admitted
so long as spaces are available if they are in the top 50

percent of their high school class, and have a mini-
mum composite ACT score of 21 or SAT score of 950.
Minimum test scores vary according to class rank.

Note: The state colleges must submit a profile of their
entering classes annually to the state. This profile, which
uses a "basic academic index" combining high school rank
and SAT scores, must show a steady state or an improve-
ment each year. As a result, the state colleges use this index
as an admission criterion.

4. Special Admission Policies

The statewide Educational Opportunity Fund (EOF) pro-
gram is designed to meet the educational and financial needs
of a limited number of students who may not meet
institutional admission standards and whose economic back-
grounds make it difficult to attend college without financial
assistance. Applicants to the program are evaluated at the
institutional level, on the basis of accomplishments and rec-
ommendations concerning potential. Students admitted un-
der the EOF program must constitute a minimum of 10
percent of New Jersey residents in the entering freshman
class. Students admitted through the colleges' special ad-
mission program may not exceed 10 percent of the entering
freshman class. Students admitted through a college's spe-
cial admission policy may be exempted from the high-school-
graduation and course-distribution requirements.

5. Anticipated Changes

The only changes planned are the increased high school
course-work requirements described above.

6. Published Information

New Jersey State College Administrative Code. Subchapter 1:

Admissions Policies. November 1984.

NEW MEXICO

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

5 state colleges and universities
1 specialized college

14 two-year colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The governing boards of individual institutions set admis-
sion standards.
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3. Current Admission Star.dards for In-state Students

a. University of New Mexico: The minimum require-
ment for admission is a GPA of at least 2.0 and one
of the following: (1) completion of 13 specified high
school college preparatory courses with a 2.0 average
or better or (2) meeting of specified standards based
on class rank in con-hination with ACT or SAT
scores. This standard in 1983 was: top 25 percent of
c!ass/ACT of 5-9 or SAT (not specified); top 5C
percent of class/ACT of 10 -11 or SAT (not speci-
fied); top 75 percent of class. P _ f 14-18 or SAT
of 700-839; or no rank requireinenVACT of 19 or
higher or SAT of 840 or higher.

b. New Mexico State University: Entering students must
complete 15 units of specified high school subjects
with a minimum GPA of 2.0 or have a composite
ACT score of at least 19. Students must take the
specified 15 units, which include three years of En-
glish, one year each of social st.:dies and science,
and two to three years of mathematics.

4. Special Admission Policies

Students with a 2.0 GPA who do not meet the other admis-
sion tsandards at the University of New Mexico may be
admitted upon approval by a subcommittee of the C.:;mmit-
tee on Admissions and Registration. The total number of
such admissions cannot exceed 5 percent of the previous
year's freshman class. Students not meeting .ne admission
requirements at New Mexico State University may be ad-
mitted under a provisional program.

5. Anticipated Changes

The test score/class rank standard at the University of New
Mexico will become progressively more stringent in subse-
quent years.

6. Published Information

Individual college catalogs.

NEW YORK

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

4 university centers
13 colleges of ads and sciences
4 health/science centers (two of which are part of a

university center)
10 specialized colleges (five of which are located at

private universities)
6 agricultural and technical colleges

29 community colleges

Note: The public 1HEs listed are in the State University of
New York system.

22

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission requirements are established by the governing
boards of the individual institutions.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. University centers (SUNY -Albany, SUNY - Buffalo,
SUNY- Binghamton and SUNY-Stony Brook):
These institutions consider -ome combination of the
following four factors in making admission decisions:
high school average, average of all end-of-course
Regents Examinations, rank in class, and ACT or
SAT scores.

b. Colleges of arts and sciences:
SUNY- Fredonia: Applicants must have completed
16 academic credits, maintained a GPA of 2.5 and
earned a combined score of 800 SAT or 18 ACT
SUNY-Ceneseo Admission decisions are based on
high school GPA, Regents Examination scores, rank-
in-class and ACT or SAT scores.
SUNY Purchase: The college encourages applicants
with high school averages of 80 or better who have
followed academic programs and have obtained
commensurate SAT or ACT scores.

0 Special Admission Policies

Most of the state colleges and universities participate in the
Educational Opportunity Program which provides academic
and financial support to capable students wt o are education-
ally and financially disadvantaged. Special admission and
financial-aid proLedures are used to evaluate applicants to
this program.

5. Anticipated Changes

None cited.

6. Published Information

State University of New York, Office of Access Services.
SUNY Profiles, 1984-85.

NORTH CAROLINA

1. Number am 'Pipe of Public IHEs

)6 state colleges and universities
23 community colleges
35 vocational-technical institutions

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The Board of Gcr,c.rnors of the University of North Carolina
establishes minimum admission standards for the 16 state col-
leges and universities. Subject to these minimum standards, the
boards of trustees of the individual institutions may set ad-
missions policies and resolve individual admission questions.
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3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

Admission requirements at the state colleges and universi-
ties vary by institution. The following descriptions show the
range of IHE requirements.

a. University, of North Carolina at Chapel Hill: Admis-
sion is based on a student's high school record and
college-entrance-test scores. A prescribAl pattern of
high school course work is aiso required.

b. University of North Carolina at Wilmington: Stu-
dents must complete a specified pattern of high
school course work, have a minimum composite
score on the ACT of 18 and a minimum GPA of 2.0.

c. North Carolina acme University: Entering freshmen
must meet a minimum Predicted Grade Average
(PGA) computed on the basis of high school GPA
and SAT or ACT test scores. Prospective students
should also have completed a specified pattern of
high school course work.

d. Western Larolina University: Consideration is given
to academic records, rank in class, and test scores.
No high school course-work requirements are stated.

e. East Carolina University: Students must complete a
specified pattern of nigh school course work and
submit satisfactory scores on the SAT

4. Special Admission Policies

The prtdent of the University of North Carolina will devel-
op standards and procedures for making any exceptions tc the
minimum course-work procedures before they Ire inple-
mented in 1988. Most institutions have special programs for
students not meeting institutional admission requirements.

5. Anticipated Changes

Effective fall 1988, all freshmen entering state colleges and
universities must have completed four years of English, and
three years each of mathematics, science, and social studies.
It is recommended that prospective students also complete at
least two years of one foreign language and take a foreign
language course and mathematics course in the twelfth grade.

6. Published Information

Board of Governors, the University of North Carolina. The

Code. July 1975; as amended through March 12, 1982.
Board of Governors, the University of North Carolina.

Delegations of Duty and Authority to the Board of 71-ust-

ees. July 7, 1972; as amended through July 29, 1983.
Board of Governors, the University of North Carolina.

Recommended Minimum General Criteria for Admis-
sion. Adopted 2/10/84.

NORTH DAKOTA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

2 universities
A frur-year colleges
5 two year colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

A historic interpretation of the state constitution has led to
no institutional admission standards for entering freshmen
beyond a high school diploma. The state has determined,
however, that tne State Board of Higher Education has con-
stitutional and statutory authority to allow some institutions
in the system to establish additional admissions requirements.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

Open admission policy. However, institutions practice se-
lective admissions in at least 40 programs because of pro-
gram capacity limitations and/or curriculum requirements.
Selective admissions within the institutions generally occur
at the sophomore level.

4. Special inission Policies

Not relevant.

5. Anticipated Changes

The State Board of Higher Education considered a proposal
to instate admission requirement. at some of the state insti-
tutions in 1983. A decision was made to retain the open
admission policy.

6. Published Information

Background papers prepared for members of the State Board
of Higher Education, July 6, 1983, mid October 6, 1983.

OHIO

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

12 universities
25 two-year technical and community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Under state law, any graduate of an Ohio high school is
entitled to admission to any public college or university
without examination. The governing boards of individual
institutions may require students to complete specified high
school course work as the basis for unconditional admission.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

In 1981, the Ohio Board of Regents and the State Board of
Education recommended that all college-bound students take
four years of English, at least three years of mathematics,
thh-e years of social studies, three years of science, and at
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least two years of the same foreign language. Nine of the 12
public universities now require completion of this curriculum,
with some minor variations, for unconditional admission. A
number of two-year colleges have also endorsed some or all
of these curricular expectations.

4. Special Admission Policies

Universities with course-work requirements have provisions
that allow students to correct course-work deficiencies.

5. Anticipated Changes

Two universities are acting on course-work requirements.

6. Published Information

Ohio Revised Code: 3345.06. (College) Entrance Require-
ments of High School Graduates. As cited in Ohio
Board of Regents, Re,- ort of the Advisory Commission
on Articulation between Secondary Education and Ohio
Colleges, April 1981, Appendix B.

Ohio Board of Regents. Handbook of Ohio Colleges and
Universities.

"Articulation Commission Recommendations on College Pre-
paratory Curricula: Status of University Actions," May
2, 1984 (mimeo).

OKLAHOMA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

12 universities
14 two-year colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education has the
authority to establish admission standards for institt.tions in
the Oklahoma State System of Higher Education.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. Comprehensive universities: Effective July 1985, stu-
d nust have a mini awn GPA of 3.1, or rank in
L. top half of their graduating class, or hake a
co iposite ACT score of 17 (or an equivalent score
on a similar test) to qualify for admission to the
University of Oklahoma or Oklahoma State Univer-
sity.

b. Regional and special purpose universities: To be eli-
gible for admission to any of the other 10 state
universities starting in July 1985, students must have
a minimum GPA of 2.8, or rank in the upper two-
thirds of their high school class, or have a compos-
ite ACT score of 14 or an equivalent score on a simi-
lar test.

c. Commupity colleges: Open admission policy.
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4. Special Admission Policies

Each institution in the State System may admit up to 5
percent of its entering freshman class under a "special talent
waiver." Students must be high school graduates and demon-

strate unusual artistic talents or be educationally or economi-
cally handicapped students who show promise of being able
to succeed at the institution admitting them.

5. Anticipated Changes

Effective July 1988, students seeking admission to all three
types of institutions must have completed four years of
English, three years of mathematics, two years each of
science and history, and four additional units from selected
academic courses.

6. Published Information

Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, Policy State-
ment on Admission to, Retention in, and Thansfer among
College and Universities in the State System. August
30, 1984.

OREGON

1. Number and Ape of Public IHEs

8 state colleges and universities
13 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The Oregon Board of Higher Education sets minimum ad-
mission rquirements for all State System colleges and
universities. The community colleges are autonomous and
set their own standards.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

Effective fall 1985, all students entering the eight state col-
leges and universities must have completed four years of
English, three years of mathematics, two years of science,
three years of social studies, and two additional units of
college preparatory courses. Two years of a foreign language
are strongly recommended. Students may satisfy the subject
requirements by scoring an average of 410 or above (1,230
total) on three College Board achievement tests, by taking
make-up course work, or by earning a minimum of 2.00
GPA in nine term hours of prescribed college summer-
session work.

Students must also present a minimum GPA, which
varies by institution from 2.25 (one institution) to 2.75
(University of Oregon and Oregon State University). Alter-
natives to the GPA requirement are as follows: SAT or ACT
scores and high school grades to predict a 2.00 college GPA
(University of Oregon and "regon State University); 890
SAT or 20 ACT (at two IHEs); 890 SAT or 20 ACT or 2.00
predicted college GPA (at three IHEs); cr earn a minimum
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2.0 GPA in nine term hours of prescribed college simer-
sessiou work.

To enroll in the University of Oregon and Oregon State
University, students must score a minimum of 30 an the
College Board's Test of Standard Written English (TSWE)
or 12 on the English portion of the ACT (ACT-E). Students
enrolling at Southern Oregon State College must score a
minimum of 30 TSWE or 15 ACTE or take a prescribed
writing course.

4. Special Admission Policies

Institutions are authorized *.o admit a number of freshmen
totaling no more than 5 percent of the institution's previous
year's freshman class as exceptions to the stated adn..ssion
requirements. Applicants are considered on a case-by-case
basis. In 1985 and 1986, exceptions to the course-work
requirements will be granted to students whose high schools
certify that the required courses were not offered. This ex-
emption will exp:x in 1987.

5. Anticipated Changes

The minimum GPA and high school course-work require-
mets were raised recently. Two years of a foreign language
may be required, starting in 1988.

6. Published Information

Oregon State System of Higher Education, Admission Re,
quirements and Implementation Guidelines, 1985-86.
September 1, 1984.

Oregon State System of Higher Education. 1984-85 Oregon
College Guide.

PENNSYLVANIA

1. Number and Ape of Public IHEs

14 universities
14 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are established by the governing boards
of individ at institutions.

3. Current Admission Standards for In -state Students

Admission policies vary across the 14 universities. The com-
munity colleges have an open admissions policy.

a. Pennsylvania State University: Admission is deter-
mined by an "evaluation index" which is a cempos-
he of students' high school records and SAT scores.
Students must also complete a specified pattern of
high school course work.

b. Mansfield University: Students must score 800 or
better on the SAT or 19 or bette on the ACT and
rank in the upper three-fifths of their graduating
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class. Completion of a specified pattern of high
school course work is recommended.

c. Millersburg, Shippensburg, and Bloomsburg Uni-
versities: Students must show satisfactory achieve-
ment on the SAT or ACT

4. Special Admission Policies

Pennsylvania State University: Up to 10 percent of the total
admission group for the University may be admitted through
specialized programs, designed to assist students who do
net meet entrance requirements.

5. Anticipated Changes

lne cited.

6. Published Information

ACT 484 of 1963. The Community College Act. P.L. 1132
as amended through 1980.

Act 1982-188. Laws of Pennsylvania. Article XX-A. The
State System of Higher Education. November 1982.

Individual college catalogs.

RHODE ISLAND

1. Number and 'Pipe of Public IHEs

1 university
1 college
1 community college

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are established by the governing boards
of the individual institutions.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

Admission to the University of Rhode Island and Rhode
Island College is selective. Both institutions recommend
that entering freshmen have completed four years of English,
three (and preferably four) years of mathematics, two (and
preferably three) years of science, two to three years of
social studies, two years of a foreign language, and one or
more units of fine arts. It is also recommended that students
be familiar with computers.

The community college has an open admission policy.

4. Special Admission Policies

None.

5. Anticipated Changes

Beth the University of Rhode Island and Rhode Island Col-
lege will require a prescribed pattern of high school course
work for students entering in fall 1986. These changes are to
conform to the new high school graduation requirements
that will be in effect by that time.
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6. Published information

Preparing for Higher Education. Academic guidelines for
high school students and their parents in preparing for
New England's land grant universities.

Community College of Rhode Island. Admissions Expecta-
tions for the Community College Student.

SOUTH CAROLINA

1. Number and Tips of Public IHEs

12 senior colleges and universities
21 community colleges (including 5 two-year branches

of the University of South Carolina system)

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are established by the governing boards
of individual institutions or systems.

3. Current Admission Standards for In -state Students

a. University of South Carolina at Columbia: Students'
high school records and college entrance examina-
tion scores (ACT or SAT) are considered in the
admission decision.

t,. Clemson University: The admissions decision proc-
ess considers students' SAT scores, rank in r.lass,
academic preparation and high school recommenda-
tions.

c. University of South Carolina at Spartanburg: Stu-
dents requesting regular adm.ssion must have a mini-
mum SAT score of 700 (350 math and 350 verbal).

d. The Citadel, Francis Marion, and Lander: Students
must present a satisfactory score on the SAT or
ACT.

4. Special Admission Policies

Vary by institution. Students with high GPAs but low SAT
scores may be selected for participation in the Opportunity
Scholars program at the University of South Carolina at
Columbia.

5. Anticipated Changes

Effective 1988, all new students enrolling in baccaulaureate
degree programs at 16 public colleges and universities must
complete four years of English, three years each of mathemat-
ics acts! social studies, two years each of science and a foreign
language, one year of ph; sical education and one additional
unit of math, computer science, or social studies. These
requirements were recommended by the South Carolina Com-
mission on Higher Education in June 1983 and formally
accepted by 12 of the institutions in March 1984.

6. Published Information

Individual college catalogs.
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SOUTH DAKOTA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

6 public colleges and universities

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The South Dakota Board of Regents establishes admission
standards for the six state colleges and universities.

3. Current Admission Standards for In -state Students

a. Black Hills State College, Dakota State College,
Northern State College: Students entering these insti-
tutions must rank in the upper two-thirds of their
high school graduating class or have an ACT score
of 18. Open admission to junior college program.

b. University of South Dakota, South Dakota State
University, Lad South Dakota School of Mines and
Technology. Students entering these schools must
rank in the upper one-half of their high school gradu-
ating cla-q or have an ACT score of 21. Students
completin; four years of English, ...o years of a
foreign language, two years of algebra or advanced
math, two years of lab sciences, and three years of
social science with a GPA of 2.0 will be automatical-
ly admitted. There is open admission to junior col-
lege programs in the first two institutions.

4. Special Admission Policies

At Black Hills State, Dakota State and Northern State
Colleges, individual exceptions are made to minimum ad-
mission standards based on special testing and student record,
at the discretion of the college. At the remaining three
institutions, up to 1 percent of the last year's freshman class
can be admitted if the student has at least an 18 ACT score.

S. Anticipated Changes

Effective fall 1987, a freshman entering any of the state
colleges must have completed four years of English, t' lo
years of mathematics (with a third year highly recom-
mended), two years of science (three years after 1989),
three years of social studies, two years of one foreign
language, and one-half year each of computer science and
fine arts.

6. Published Information

South Dakota Board of Regents. Admission Requirements:
South Dakota Higher Education System, n.d
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TENNESSEE

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

4 campuses of the University of Tennessee
6 state universities

10 community colleges
4 two-year technical institutes

26 area vocational-technical schools

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The University of Tennessee Board of Trustees approves
admission standards for institutions in the University of Ten-
nessee system. Admission policies for the state universities,
community colleges, technical institutes and area vocational-
technical schools are approved by the Board of Regents for
the State University and Community College System of
Tennessee. The Beard of lkustees and Board of Regents set
general admission guidelines; institutions are free to estab-
lish their own standards within these guidelines.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. University of Tennessee, Knoxville: High school
graduates are automatically accepted if they meet
one of the following three standards: 1) GPA of at
least 2.75; 2) GPA of at least 2.4 and a minimum ACT
of 15 or SAT of 670; or 3) GPA of at least 2.0 and a
minimum ACT of 18 or SAT of 800. Students with a
GPA below 2.00 and an ACT below 12 or SAT
below 550 are automatically refused. A prescribed
pattern of high school course work is also required,
and varies by program.

b. University of Tennessee, Chattanooga: High school
graduates must have a minimum GPA of 2.00. Ap-
plicants with less than a 2.00 GPA may be admitted
if they have an AC composite score of at least 18
or a SAT score of at least 850. A prescribed pattern
of high school course work is required, but require-
ments vary by program.

c. State universities: The six state universities require
high school graduates t. present the following GPA
or composite ACT score:

Minimum
GPA

ACT
or

score

Tenn Technological University 2.35 17

Austin Peay State University 2.50 16

East Tenn. State University 2.30 16

Memphis State University 2 00 16

Middle Tenn. State University 2 00 16

Tenn. State University 2 00 10

d. Community colleges: Open admission policy.

4. Special Admission Policies

a. University of Tennessee system: Students not meet-
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ing admission standards may apply for qualified
admission. Requirements for this program vary by
institution.

b. State University system: Each of the state universi-
ties has special procedures regarding admission of
students who do not meet institutional requirements.

5. Anticipated Changes

Ea.% campus of the University of Tennessee is in the proc-
ess of formulating more rigorous admissions requirements
along two general lines: (1) increasing the GPA/test score
mix and/or (2) raising high school curricular requirements.

6. Published Information

The University of 'Tennesse !, Handbook for Counselors:
Admissions, Career Planning, Financial Assistance,
Housing, September 19,34.

The State University and Community College System of
Tennessee. State Board of Regents. Policy No. 2:03:
00:00, Admissions. December 16, 1983.

The University of Tennessee. "Minimum Requirements for
Regular Admission as a Beginning Freshman, 1980-81
and 1984-85." n.d.

The University of Tennessee. "Summary of Minimum Re-
quirements for Regular Admission to "Itwo-Year Institu-
tions as a Full-Time Beginning Freshman: (Fall 1984)."
n.d.

TEXAS

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

37 universities
7 medical schools and health science centers

50 community college districts

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are established by the governing boards
of individual institutions. The Coordinating Board of the
Texas College and University System has been encouraging
institutions to raise minimum GPA and test-score standards.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

Texas universities use a wide range of admission standards.
Examples of these standards are given below:

a. University of Texas at Austin: Students must have
the following combination of high school class rank
and SAT or ACT score for admission: top 25 percent
of class, any score is acceptable; lower 75 percent
of class, SAT of 1,100 or more or ACT of 27 or
more. Students must also have completed a pre-
scribed pattern of high school course work.

b. Texas A & M University: Students must have the
following combination of high school rank and SAT
scores for admission: top 10 percent of class, no
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minimum score; highest quarter of class, 800 SAT;
second quarter of class, 950 SAT; third quarter of
class, 1,100 SAT; bottom quarter of class, 1,200
SAT Students must also have completed a prescribed
pattern of high school course work.

c. Texas A & M at Galveston: Students must have the
following combination of high school rank and SAT
scores for admission: top 10 percent of class, no
minimum score; highest quarter of class, 800 SAT;
second quarter of class, 800 SAT; third quarter of
class, 900 SAT; bottom quarter of class, 1,000 SAT
Students must also have completed a prescribed pat-
tern of high school course work.

d. Stephen F. Austin State University: No minimum
test score is required of students graduating in the
upper half of their high school class. Those in the
lower half must have an ACT sane of 20 or higher or
an SAT score of 900 or higher.

e. Angelo State University: Applicants must rank in
the upper one-half of their high school graduating
class, or present a minimum composite score of 18
on the ACT or 800 on the SAT, or have scored
14-17 ACT or 690-790 SAT and have a 50 percent
or greater probability of earning a 2.00 average at
the university as computed from the students' high
school grades and ACT or SAT scores.

f. Soutiaxst Texas State University: Entering freshmen
must have a minimum ACT score of 15 or a mini-
mum SAT score of 750, or have a satisfactory score
on Southwest Texas State's predicted index, which
is based on a combination of ACT or SAT scores
and high school grades earned in English, science,
mathematics, and social studies.

g. Prairie View A & M University: Students are accept-
ed for unconditional admission if they have a mini-
mum GPA of 2.0, rank in the upper one-half of their
high school class, and have a minimum ACT score
of 14 or SAT score of 700. In addition, students
may be admitted unconditionally if they have a mini-
mum score of 800 SAT or 16 ACT or rank in the
upper 25 percent of their graduating class.

h. Pan American University: Students must have com-
pleted a prescribed pattern of high school course
work.

i. West Texas State University: Students must submit
satisfactory scores on either the ACT or SAT Com-
pletion of a prescribed pattern of high school course
work is strongly recommended.

j. Midwestern Texas State University: Open admis-
sion policy.

4. Special Admission Policies

Most of the institutions described above allow students who
do not meet prescribed admission standards to be consid-
ered for admission under special programs and/or to enroll
as provisional students the summer before their freshman
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year with the requ' rement that they complete a specified
number of courses with at least a 2.00 GPA.

5. Anticipated Changes

None cited.

6. Published Information

Individual college catalogs.

UTAH

1. Number and Type of Pudic IHEs

4 four-year colleges and universities
5 two-year colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are established by the governing boards
of individual institutions and approved by the State Board of
Regents, Utah System of Higher Educati,

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. University of Utah: Students are admitted if they
have a minimum GPA of 2.5 or give evidence of a
predicted GPA at the University of 1.8 or higher.
Students must also have completed four years of
English and one year of algebra.

b. Southern Utah State College: Open admissions.

4. Special Admission Policies

Special policies exist for admission of nontraditional students,
and for students scoring below 15 on the ACT

5. Anticipated Changes

a. University of Utah: Effective fall 1987, high school
students must complete one year of mathematics,
three years of science, four years of social studies
and two years of fine arts in addition to the four
years of English and year of algebra currently
required. The University reviewed, and rejected, pro-
posals to impose a minimum ACT score, raise the
minimum GPA, and/or impose an enrollment ceiling.

b. Southern Utah State College: Beginning in 1987,
entering freshmen will be required to have complet-
ed a prescribed pattern of high school course work.

Other state IHEs have upgraded admission standards as
well in the last year.

6. Published Information

Woolf, E. T. "Institutional Initiative on Setting Admissions
Standards." Utah System of Higher Education, 1984.

Individual college catalogs.
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VERMONT

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

1 university
3 state colleges
1 two-year technical college
1 community college

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are set by the governing boards
individual institutions.

of

3. Current Admission Standards for Instate Students

University of Vermont: Qualification for admission is
based on students' high school record, rank in graduat-
ing class, written expression, SAT scores and other perti-
nent information. A prescribed pattern of high school course
work is also required.

4. Special Admission Policies

Where appropriate, special consideration will be given to
students coming from educationally and economically disad-
vantaged backgrounds.

5. Anticipated Changes

None cited.

6. Published Information

Individual college catalogs.

VIRGINIA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

15 four-year colleges and universities
24 two-year colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission criteria are established by the governing boards
of individual institutions.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. University of Virginia: Admission is selective, based
on grades, class rank, performance in Advanced
Placement and honors courses, and scores on Col-
lege Board Achievement Tests. Students must also
complete a prescribed pattern of high school course
work.

b. William and Mary: A prescribed pattern of high
school course work is strongly recommended, and
students are required to submit SAT scores.

c. James Madison University: Entering freshmen must
provide (1) evidence of satisfactory preparation to
pursue college-level work as shown by high school
grades and (2) an acceptable score on the SAT, and
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must have completed a prescribed pattern of high
school course work.

d. Virginia State University: Students must present a
satisfactory high school GPA and SAT scores. It is
recommended that they complete a prescribed pat-
tern of high school course work.

4. Special Admission Policies

A statewide desegregation plan is designed to in -Tease mi-
nority enrollment through enrichment programs. Minority
students who have participated in these programs may be
admitted to state IHEs with an SAT score or GPA below that
normally required.

5. Anticipated Changes

None cite.:.

6. Published Information

Individual college catalogs.

WASHINGTON

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

5 state universities
1 state college

27 community colleges

"th3 Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are established by the governing boards
of individual institutions.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. University ut Washington: Uses an admission index
score that combines high school GPA and test scores.
Students may submit scores from the ACT, SAT, or
Washington Pre-College Test. Students must also
complete a prescribed pattern of high school course
work.

b. Evergreen State College: Students must rank in the
upper half of their high school class.

c. Central Washington, Eastern Washington, Wash-
ington State and Western Universities: A minimum
GPA of 2.5 is required, and a prescribed pattern of
high school course work is recommended.

d. Community colleges: Open admission policies.

4. Special Admission Policies

None cited.

5. Anticipated Changes

Effective fall 1987, Central Washington University will re-
quire a prescribed high school curriculum. The state legisla-

29

1



ture is studying cumculum-oriented changes in admission
standards.

6. Published Information

State of Washington, ...ouncil for Postsecondary Education.
Admission Requirements: Public Four-Year Institutions,
August 6, 1983.

WEST VIRGINIA

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

2 universities
8 four-year state colleges
3 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The West Virginia Board of Regents establishes minimum
admission standards for four-year public institutions. Institu-
tions may develop more rigorous admissions policies and
practices, subject to approval by the Board of Regents.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. State colleges and universities: High school gradu-
ates must have an overall GPA of at least 2.0 or a
composite score of at least 14 on the ACT for regu-
lar admission. In addition, West Virginia University
requires entering students to have completed four
years of English and two years of college-preparatory
mathematics, including one year of algebr,!..

b. Community colleges: Admission to community col-
leges (including community college components at
four-year institutions and branch campuses of two-
and four-year institutions) is open to students with a
high school diploma.

4. Special Admission Policies

State colleges and universities may grant conditional admis-
sion to students not meetiAg statewide requirements in cases
where institutional officials have evidence that the student
has the potential to successfully complete college-level work.

5. Anticipated Changes

The Board of Regents is considering proposals to require a
prescribed pattern of high school course work for all stu-
dents entering state colleges and universities. Statewide
guidelines that specify minimum GPA and ACT require-
ments would not increase measurably.

6. Published information

West Virginia Board of Regents. "Policy Regarding Stand-
ards and Procedures for Undergraduate Institutional Ad-
missions Standards," Policy Bulletin No. 44, July 13,
1982.
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WISCONSIN

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

13 state universities
13 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

The Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin sys-
tem (encompassing the 26 public IHEs) establishes mini-
mum systemwide requirements. Individual institutions may
adopt more stringent admission criteria.

3. Current Admission Standards for in-state Students

All students must have a high school diploma or its equiva-
lent and have completed a minimum of nine units from six
specified academic fields. In addition, students must meet
the following institutional requirements:

a. Eau Claire, Green Bay, Madison, Milwaukee,
Parkside and Superior: Students must rank in the
upper one-half of their graduating class. At fcur of
the institutions, ACT or SAT scores may be consid-
ered as a basis for admission for those not meeting
the class rank requirement. Three of the IHEs also
require a more stringent pattern of high school aca-
demic course work (16 units) than the statewide
minimum.

b. Stevens Point: Students must rank in the upper 70
percent of their graduating class. Those in the 20th-
29th percentile may qualify for admission with an
ACT minimum score of 17 (or SAT equivalent).

c. La Crosse, Oshkosh, Platteville, River Falls, Stout
and Whitewater. Students must rank in the top 75
percent of their graduating class. Those in the bot-
tom quartile may qualify for admission to one of
these institutions with an ACT minimum score of 20
(900 SAT) or to three other institutions with an ACT
minimum score of 17 (or SAT equivalent).

d. Community colleges: Applicants in the lower quar-
ter of their high school class must meet with a coun-
selor before they are allowed to register. Remedial
work and/or course-load restrictions may be required.

4. Special Admission Policies

Students not meeting class-rank or test-score requirements
may be considered for admission if, on the basis of other
factors, they show a reasonable probability of success in
college. Particular consideration will be given to veterans,
older students, members of minority groups, and those who
are educationally or economically disadvantaged.

5. Anticipated Change!'

Effective fall 1986, two more state universities will require
16-17 units of academic high school course work for admis-
sion. No other changes in admission standards are anticipated.
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6. Published Information

Office of Information Services, University of Wisconsin
System. 1984-85 Introduction to the University of
Wisconsin System. Madison, Wisconsin, n.d.

WYOMING

1. Number and Type of Public IHEs

1 university
7 community colleges

2. Who Sets Admission Standards?

Admission standards are set by the governing boards of
individual institutions.

3. Current Admission Standards for In-state Students

a. University of Wyoming: All graduates of accredited
Wyoming high schools will be admitted without ex-
amination to the University.

b. Community colleges: Open admission policies.

4. Special Admission Policies

Special policies apply to students without a high school
diploma.

5. Anticipated Changes

None cited.

6. Published Information

Individual college catalogs.
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